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lirgse Litta B, Campbell
~ekrar Canpoell Hench
Vietorville, Califomia

Dear Madane:

-

I have your note of the 30th inste, in whick you advise me to
vacate Lthese preiises within 31 dayvs.

1 had scaewhat of a chat with your wrele :d sdbout the metter, and
he seld that the naln reason fur the ordex was hhat he was sxpact-
ing Elder .. e Ulson, ol /ashington, D.Ce. to gome to Riverside,
and live in the house and odlt The Getshering Call,

Now, I know for a certainty that your uncle is migtaken about the
miniater coning o Calif, #Elder Qlson told ne very plainly that

the only way he could edit the paper would be fruau washington,

and that he was 20 tied up there at Washington that 1t waz imdPossible
Tfor him %0 leave theve for any length ol tirg.

Wo all know how deaf your uncie is, and how hard it &5 for him to
hear what is said, and get it strelight. Elder (Qlson nrade the ronark
to me that he had tried to meka it plein 4o your uncle bu’l that he
8till spoke as though ne sxpecived hin %o come out hers to live,

He alao seid that he 41dn't know what to do aboud it., I pronised
to try and mnake your uncle undersiand later, which I did that night
after receiving your notees

He was very displeased sbout it all, so I asked him whet difference

it made, really, whather HK.ider Olson edited the paper Irom washington
or California, He replied that he thought It cught to be done here

in his house, at leust as long a8 he was livings. I got ny next CUe
from thate, I said, Well, let e holld you with 1t as lopg e3 you iye
living, and after that, 1t doesn’'t nake mich difference whers 1t 18
edited from, does it? He sald, Wo, I suppose that's true, I them
told him I wauld be glad to e;e% e Job elsewhere, and just stay on

hers in the house, and work in my cpare time on the paps the literatue
orders, and correspondence. There is gmite a backlog of 1t here that
needs %0 be ¢aught up withs The offiecs work has naturally suffercd
some neglect since the move, and house repalring got started. e

said that that wonld be alliright, I t0ld him T could stay ss long

as he wented me to, on thal basis, or I could 1@ove &% any time he want=
ed me %o. He said that would be fine. I think he zgreed to it with
juite soue relisf, as he was suddenly worrvéed about the papers

Now, I think yourx uncie made a good choice lp Elder Olsone &
couldn't have picked ® better men for the job. Hlder olson is the
evangelist type, and doesan't quite go along with the spirit eof
harghness and dbitterness that has been reflecied in the pagar in
the past, Elder Olson taiked at length of his plams Ior i%. e
wants to change its editorial policies considerably., He wante %o
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give the hhing & more charitable ayproach; a more positive messuse,
He wants to develop the thing far beyond what it 15 now., .nd, this
is importen’, hLe wants to do this regardlens of whether there is
any funds fortheoning Irom your uncke's will, or not. He and I,
end many others believe 1t has a future potential,

I am oware of the fact that your unele stipulated that there he
15,000400 given Loy the operation of The Gathering Call. ut,
Olson tald me that he rould =till want Yo develop tha thines if theve
wyasn®t a penney forthcoming ifor that purpose, We bellsve in the
Tuture ol the thing.

Tow, your uncle Ed4 told me, and I rathered as rieh, even before he
told me, that most of fhe relatives would just as soon ses the thing
fold up, because they feel that iV has been only = Financinl drain
on him, and hes acconplished 11lttle or nothing. and, in its preszent
giate, that %s more or less tIuc.

T an ulso awaye tha® your uncle B4 has allotted 2500,00 to me in
his will, but I am not rarticular about getting that, I am aware
that the way the will reedc, that I will recieve 1t only 47 I anm
still in the amploy of The CGathering Call. I am willing to waive
ay parte I don’t meon to seen ungrateful, Yut I dldn't come to
Calife just to get a slice of the old Tellow's will, I came purely
end sinply for the purpose of helping with the rapoer beeouse T was
interested in it, I¥ I wore to get that mopoy &t 350 per monith for
ton months, we could easy spend 1% for grpcories =nd little extran,
and at the end of ten mwhihs we would never realize Wwe had it,
hardlye. 4Aud, come Ingome Tax time, we would he in a highor bracke%
with nothing Lo pay ite '

The only thing I am interested in is keeping %the paper alive wntil
such time as it 1s turned over to itc next adltors

low, Oswald supgested thalt I write you in regard to the arrangement
T alscussed with your undle, If 1t is allrizht with all concerned,
I would like to remsin here for the time being, and work elsewhere
and work this in during my spare time., Therve 1s a lot of litersatuve
orders here, and gorrecrdndence 4o be anawered for your uncle, He
has received the lettors, and the money enclosed, and turned then
over to me te £ill the orders, or enswer tham, There is a lot of
that to he done here. I an willing to do it under the errancement
that was agreed upon with your uncle. I don't exvect any remnerabe
ion whatever, in noney. I would only expect to live in the quarters
I now oteupry. That 1g considevetion enough with ne, and technically,
a% leazt, I em no longer on the payroll of The Gathering Call.

This is no plem for my jeb. I am eontent to go fin another job.

I can meke more, anyway. I can i:a"a in the Capenter's Union and make
{2495 per houw, 80 [ would be 8illy to contend over this job. »Dub,

there 15 one thing ebout it all that amystifies me. an well aware
that all or some of the members of the Ballenger Tem have had

considerable to say and complaints about my carpenter work, here.
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I bave had many fime euepliuenys from veo concerming this
curpenter work that I h-a.ga done i‘}ér 3%31‘ uecie Eﬁ? o

nen are old tine zontractors, who hove commenied favorably on

n o I . . 3 S L - § ; . T .

et Hsvaiod 18 L8"oHHEE NS "SR B5I20R E3o.ko pegaig, e
in faver of your uncles workt. Maybe I made ny mistake theye.
At eny rate, my work seems o sult everone bub the Ballenger
family. It goes without saying, thai there is something Tishy
somewlieres Dul, I™m not going Yo contend aboul that, eilther,
excepl $0 say that I an avare that nune of the fanily excent oms
«<new anything sbout 1y werk. I also know that there has heen
some petly jealousy involved, snd some uncorplimentary talk
bohind nv back, which ¥ em sure siermed frem thatb Jealousya.

At least, that is my opinion of 1%, and I an cniiled to vy opinieon.
I don't know sll thal's at the bothom of it, but its obvious
enough in pext.

I have wlways regretied hat Oswold got less money from s unols

vhan Be. I wes well oware thet the airengenent was hardly falwr,

wut I did rot know what to Qo zboub i%. I dldntt denend any certain -
suq Iral your uncle Ior wy cervices. lle offered it %o wue voluntarily,
“hat could I do%

I have alweys tried te¢ serve your uncle conselentiously., I dont't
say I haven't male mistakos. The person who never meds eny mistakes
never did anyihing. But, I feel fthet I usually did thoe best 1
could under thae circunsiances.

7o 1llustrete, cne eriticism that I got wind of wae that I build
the houses up toc, high, thot medern houses set lowsy o the gicunde
That is true, as far es the modern houses are concerned. mib, let
e soqualnt you with vhe circunstances involved. The modern WOUSES
Go not have rloors franed witia wooden Joisse, sub-iloors, flooring,
and the like, muymore, Tholr floors are paved, and thervefore aye
bullt flat on the ground, The bullding Code requires that the
foundation wall be at least 15 inches ghe The ouly way that one
could geot such a house oz one of these close to Lhe grade level
would be %o rirst excavuie fur the foundation, so bthat when the
houss wes Tinished 1t would set sumewhere near the grade level ’

tul the excavation underncatil would leave L8 Inches irom the base
of the jolsts To the ground. ot only that, bubt these big old style
frone house don't look right quaitting flat on the grounde. They
look out of propertions Not cnly that, but your uncle would not
have gone Ho the expense of excavating firsé, and we were muning
on short Gtime, enyway. The State was breathins Ao 1 ts ¢
gev moved, Ax’;d, last bt not leanst, 1t wwfqiin Beddggfgténl%e 55'_?' 1:.?19
movers %o roll s house into an excuvations So, when its all added
up falr and squave, much of that criticism falls flat. I think

ny judguent wes bhetter that that of the individusl whe nmade the
eriticism. This 18 enly = sammple, I could oo on thme sll night,

As en attorney, should you not Know aven betier than others thas
there is iwo sides $0 svery s%ory? I an very sSorry over the -
whole thing, and somewhat mirt and angered as anyone would be.
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I ¢ould cay "Iear my Gefencod,"” and go on tims all nlght, bubt I
em not going to. I% wouldn't et ne anything, anyvay.

I reiterate, I think I did the best I Imew bow, under the cilrcun=
atences. and, the cestest job in the world is Yo stend off and
criticise, not knovwing the clrounstonses involved.

Ind ¥ bheen doing the work fey myself, I vould have dome a iot of
things differently, too. Dut, when you are in soueone AMETIy
else's smploy, Tou have to do it sonmewhat as they weani it

L didn't bargsin for all of this when T came out here, anyway.
I come To help edit the "Oelli." I got roved intc a 1ot of thinge
after I got hero.

Annther sxomple of criticiam T received, is as follows: FE4 and
O=zald, and I went ur there ona Sunday $o look through the houses,
and d siad Shat I sould grab o broom and sweer oud the house we
vore In verv carafully %o keep from grinding the old piaster into
tho floor. {Thore hnd buen scme pateh plastering going om.) TWell,
the point 1=, the house was locked, and no one was wallking thru
the houce angwaye. It was locked and kept closed uwnmil). I could
finishe ths ones acruss the street mnd get %o it. I had rwre
urgent prodlems with the house I was working on., Maturally, when
I got through with the cne I was working on at the timne, and came
across o start on the other, one of the first things T wounld
probably have done is to have swept 1% ocut. 30, you sce, that
Kind ol aldvice isn't worth rueh to ma. “

These arse only eionples 4o shoy that I mean, end I think =y judoent
was allrigzht in everr Instarce nentloned. fmwever, I dontt say thab
I made no nmistakes. No one can soy thotie

The job has taken a long tima. VYes, bat I heve deen working alona,
one contragtor told me That 1f he were me, he would refuse o woirk
mitiont help, and would deman€ bebter materials, and wquipnent %o
work withe I 4idn't feel like being demending on your uncle, I
y@aliged that his noney was diminishing, and that he didntt
antieinate a lot of the sxpense that was rmm inte. I went shaad
and Hried to make the best of the situation.

Bafore it all started, I tried to get hin %0 put hiz meney into
another opartilient house, that was all ready to move into. I

knew he was oo advanced in years %o undsricke a1l this, Dutb

he has a nind of his cwn, cnd there was 1little I could go, bu% &0
along with his decisions.

Again, I say I em &orry that all this has coume about o cause a
tense sibtuation and herd feelings toward me. I can fmithiully say
that I don't know what I have done o merit it. If I do uerid i%,
I wish comeone would vell me why, I am closing now, snd I oifer
my best regards. Tours very uruly, .




